DUNWOODY FOREST   

RESIDENT SURVEY

2009

1) Please share the reason(s) you chose to live in this neighborhood (check any/all that apply) 

82% 
Location    



61%
Trees 

57%
Large Lots  

42%
Neighborhood 

42%
House  

39%
Environment/Nature/Wildlife  

21%
Shopping access 

21%
Schools 

18%
DeKalb County  

18%
Privacy 

15% 
Taxes 

09%
Marta  

09%
Other (please list below) 

My family has lived here for four generations.  We came into the Peachtree Dunwoody / Chamblee Dunwoody area in 1953, to Dunwoody Forest in 1972.

Closeness to work; Nancy creek in backyard.

House, floor plan and price.

We are renting and chose the property fort he above reasons and because it is close to work and asian restaurants / shopping that we like.

Great pice for our house at the time.  The timing was perfect.

Affordable homes, great location, great lots, love the trees and privacy, close to work, shopping, access to roads.

Affordability

Lived here 43 years this June.

2) Are you a member of Dunwoody Forest Association ?     

Yes - 26     

No – 7  

Total # of survey's received  - 33

Please share the reason(s) that influenced you to join OR not join the DF Association

Yes - Need to receive 2009 dues amount and where to send or bring to along with current information on it if available.

Yes - Be part of the community

Yes - I like to help and be involved.

Yes - I believe that we should support our neighborhood.

Yes - I believe that it is important to have a democratic method to organize our community

Yes - We joined the DFA in order to strengthen our hand in maintaining a balance among past, present and future to this area.

Yes - I want to keep informed and be part of the neighborhood.

Yes - Protect property and zoning rights, improve communication.

No - I moved in way before DFA was even a gleam in someones eyes and this subdivision worked fine without it. I see no reason to paying for another level of control. Local and other govt  intervention is more than enough.

No - I am not much of a joiner – also did not want any involvement with law suits.

Yes - We joined in order to support a “community” rather than individual living in a group of houses.

No - Lazy.....

Yes - Be involved with neighborhood.

No - Seemed to simply want a social club – this is not what a neighborhood association is about.  It is about the integrity of the neighborhood.

Yes - What to make the neighborhood more cohesive.  Meet more people.

Yes - Neighborhood representation and organization needed when faced with development issues.

Yes - To have an association recognized by county agencies as a voice for the neighborhood.

No - Was not interested in law suite with builder, and not seeing “eye to eye” with Paul Murphy.

No - I was last year but not this year.  While I thank you all (all the board members) for volunteering long hours of service I can  not support DFNA at this time because of the lack of communication between members  and members of the board.   Some members of the board do not appear to listen to the wants and needs of its members.  Some board members appear ever fearful of members view points.  I was told I was shouting by one of the board members and Paul and I were told by another board member that we could not speak about the illegal rezoning of Dunwoody Forest properties.  I believe that DFNA board members needed to support somehow the fight against the illegal rezoning issue, verbal, written acknowledgment that indeed this is /was happening to our neighborhood would have been helpful!  I do not have a clear understanding of why the DFNA board members 4/5 present coted to “keep  DFNA separate from the ongoing legal issue.  I also suggest the ongoing legal issue be defined.  I question.... isn't one of the purposes of DFNA to provide a strong voice for Dunwoody Forest in issues affecting our neighborhood?  Why doesn't DFNA board even acknowledge that this is illegal rezoning of DF properties is a threat to the survival of Dunwoody Forest Neighborhood.  Over 63 beautiful trees were illegally removed from the property at the corner of Remington and Colt.  These old trees can never really be replaces.  Can our DFNA afford to ignore these happenings?  I don't think so!  Thank you for asking for my thoughts and ideas through this survey.  I would like some feedback on what other DF neighbors have expressed.  

Yes – To keep our neighborhood safe from developers and keep our trees and quality.

Yes – We are joining because we believe that is it important to support our neighborhood.

Yes – We live here!

Yes – To know more neighbors / Unified action to deal with county government.

Yes – We should all work together to insure the safety and value to all. 

Yes – To be informed of situations. 

3) What are your concerns about the immediate community ? (check any/all that apply)

52%
Development 

48%
Safety 

45%
Traffic 

30%
Maintenance (roads etc) 

27%
County Services 

27%
Schools 

24%
Taxes 

21%
Government 

21% 
Growth 

18%
Shopping/Retail

12%
Transportation 

I don’t really have any concerns right now. I am glad that we have a new county administration.

I am interested in the re-development of Chamblee Plaza.

Colt needs repaving and I am tired of the excessive speeding down Colt.

Balance among the many diverse natural and man made elements here.

Cham-Dun road needs to be widened. All the new subdivisions and traffic diverting from I-285  on bad days may make it impossible for emergency vehicles to reach our subdivision in case of an emergency. Someone may die because of this. We’re no longer in the boonies!!  Back in the early 80’s, the bridge over Nancy creek was widened to 4 lanes in anticipation of widening Cham-Dun. This never happened of course but needs to be addressed again especially since all these new subdivisions had been built since then. The county is getting a lot of new revenues because of them, so it’s time to put some to use.

Vacant unfinished house @ Colt and Remington.

Would like to have Chamblee Plaza full of nice business shops – tacky fast food places KFC, Varsity, Steak + Shake, Captain D's, JA all restaurants etc.

City of Dunwoody and DeKalb county need to be coordinated services.  Numerous dogs not on leash pose a danger to walkers.

Would love responsible development.  Support neighborhood watch.  Would love speed bumps.

I am concerned about our being surrounded by incorporated areas and the distanced we will be from the nearest police station.

Need less taxes.  

Safety, traffic control, crime what will happen to us (county service, property taxes after Chamblee annexation and City of Dunwoody?

4) What neighborhood/community improvements/projects interest you? (check any/all that apply)

76%    Safety Programs (Crime Alert, Neighborhood Watch)    

55%
Neighborhood Beautification and Improvement  

24%
Entrance Sign Improvements or Enhancements 

21%
Entrance Sign Replacement 

21%     Involvement with other communities/associations (IE. Ashford Alliance, Chamblee, Dunwoody etc)

AACA; more social networking/get-togethers for the neighborhood; Organization and Dissemination of Information to all in the neighborhood.

Crime is important to me. Also the maintenance of houses and yards – ie – some neighbors do not maintain their yards – trash is left in yards. Involvement with Ashford Alliance is important.

See below comments in section 5 ***

Safety Programs (Crime Alert, Neighborhood Watch)

Programs and activities that continue to unite us as a close knit neighborhood.

Better up front communication in issues facing the area, come community spirit to all residents.

Have residents cut back the shrubbery and trees overhanging into the street. This is bad on the cul-de-sac side of Colt Dr. where in spots a garbage truck and a car can’t pass each other because of the overhanging trees. 

Book Club

I'd like to see storm drains kept clear of debris; plant growth along curbs (in the street) eliminated, education regarding blowing yard debris in the street; encouragement to use the county recycling program.

I cleared up our entrance; got up leaves, re-planted two bushes, picked up trash, put down pine bark – I let Paula know that I also cleaned the sign with water and clorox and it cleans up really well.  Will get top later.

Social Events

When we move back I'd love to be more involved.

Social gatherings.

I think our entrance signs should be replaced with something more current – small stone/brick structure. 

No new sign, just clean and paint the ones we have.  It has not been cleaned and painted in many years.   Lets give it a try before spending $$.  Let's plant flowers and bushes at the entrance sign.  Neighborhood clean up project (keep Dunwoody Forest clean and beautiful). Residents need to take more pride in their property and the neighborhood at least pick up their trash cans, newspapers and keep yard free of debris.

5) What issues/concerns or projects would you like the Board and Dunwoody Forest Association address during the upcoming year? (Please list below)

*** We realize you can store pretty much whatever you like in your back yard, but when it starts looking like a dumping ground for old washers/dryers, fencing, old tires…JUNK straight out of “Sanford and Son”, there should be something the Association can do or say to try and help clean up these kinds of eye-soars. If not then maybe the county has ordinances that might help.  Approaching it through DFA would be the first choice for obvious reasons…..

Neighborhood improvement, such as clean street, yard management, it is difficult to apply any principal, however, we may encourage certain improvements. 

Crime is important to me. Also the maintenance of houses and yards – ie – some neighbors do not maintain their yards – trash is left in yards. Involvement with Ashford Alliance is important.

Newsletter, more official welcome package for new neighbors; updated directory; would like to see at least 2 neighborhood parties a year – Oktoberfest, and maybe some kind of spring/summer party?; charity drive.

New entrance signs.

Crisis support system, “yard of the month” contests, field trips and group outings, name tags at functions.

Safety programs ex. Speeding and crime deterrents, neighborhood beautification ie planting trees (dogwoods)

Stay on top of developers and keep us informed.  More neighborhood gatherings.

Stop residents and their visitors from parking in the middle of a cul-de-sac. It makes it hard for the Fedex, garbage and other larger trucks to turn around in. The purpose of a cul-de-sac is to provide ample turning space for vehicles. It is not there to make it more comfortable for people to park closer to the residence and avoid walking perhaps 30 to 40 feet from a proper parking spot. Double parking or parking perpendicular to the curb should be avoided. Blocking mail boxes by parked vehicles should also be avoided– according to the mail carrier, they may bypass blocked mail boxes as they do not have to leave their vehicles. In essence – be considerate of others.

See item 4.

Meet-your-neighbor Events

The angering problem with Serovich.

Path from the end of Remington Road to Murphy Candler Park would be great. Many people use the rough trail already but a little work could make it very nice and easier for those less inclined to slide down a few hills (or walk the pipe).  A small bridge over the creek would fix that.  This would be a great eagle scout project.  If it is private property (or gas co) we could probably get permission.  I would help with this.  

Website archives- history from elderly neighbors -  I think this would be great and not too hard to do.

Start the process to replace entrance signs. 

Work to get sidewalks along Chamblee Dunwoody towards Chamblee Untied Methodist Church.

Speeding card in our neighborhood  is a real problem and by biggest concern.  Residents should not be driving 35-40 mph.  Notify all residents that speed limit is 25mph and tell them to slow down before someone gets seriously hurt.  Contact police and ask them to monitor the speed of vehicles.  Investigate the cost and requirements for getting speed bumps installed on our streets.  Let us know what your find out.  We need better communication about neighborhood community news and events.  Most everyone has e-mail now.  We need a DF newsletter, we had one for many years before the association was formed.  What happened?  When is the house on the corner of Colt and Remington going to be torn down?  What is the board doing about it?

Social activities to meet neighbors.

Would like to have a neighborhood yard sale day with participants setting up at their homes.

To continue to communicate to everyone.

Neighborhood garage sale?  (not sure / don't know)

6) Please provide any feedback/comments you have for the Board of Dunwoody Forest Association?  

We need better communications strategy with the neighborhood.

Keep up the good work!

I am pleased with the efforts of the DFA – doing a good job of uniting our neighborhood.

I am not interested in spending any money whatsoever on a new neighborhood sign.  3,4,5K is a ridiculous sum of money for a name tag.

We're off to a better start! Above all, be aware that all bad decisions are made in a vacuum and conduct business accordingly.

I enjoy the Oktoberfest you sponsor.

Thanks for all you do!

We appreciate the board members giving their time to make Dunwoody Forest a community.

Again, the entrance signs clean up well with water, a little clorox using a towel.

Thanks for your efforts.

Please stick with it.... I know it can be difficult!

Appreciate the efforts of the board.  Enjoy Oktoberfest party.  Walking path to Murphy Candler park would be a great addition to the neighborhood.  Contact county commissioners to find out if they can help/fund.

Frequent and better meeting minutes e-mailed, even to non-member but affiliate interested neighbors , such as ourselves.  We have no idea what has happened at meetings this year.  Transparency and more attempt such as this survey to involve members verses the agenda of a few.  

Improve communications, we need to know what is going on in DF and community on a regular basis. What is the board doing?  We don't know, there are no updates or progress notes, nothing is being communicated to us.  One meeting a year is not enough.  You need to have quarterly meetings ( like other associations) to tell us what is going on in the DF and community NOW! And get us involved, it is everyone's business.  Not just have an annual meeting to tell us what happened last year.  Where are the recent board meeting minutes?  I checked they are not on the website.  What happens at the Ashford Alliance, where are the notes from the meetings?  We want to know what is going on now.  Communications have failed.  We deserve better.  You can do better.

Great Job!

Good job being done! Thanks! 

Continue to strengthen zoning and enforcement of existing ordinances.

